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	“The Artist is the Creator of Beautiful Things”, said by Oscar Wilde in the preface. Art might not be a big object for some people as they think of it of just a piece of colorful art work. From a broad view, art is the expression, manifestation, and presentation of human creative skill, thus reflects the artists emotions and opinions. This does not only have an influence on the artist himself, but has such an intense power or inspiration on others. Thoughts, opinions, emotions, and passion all combine together within an artist to create a beautiful, meaningful artwork. In other words, the portrait will voice the artists’ soulful outlooks.  In the novel “Picture of Dorian Gray” art plays a major role in the influence of characters, such as Dorian Gray.
Oscar Wilde is widely famous for his extravagant work (The Picture of Dorian Gray). Apart from the different forms of this novel, the one that shall be compared are: The Graphic Novel and the Literary Analysis.  The Novel is mainly about a young man called Dorian Gray that has been dragged to a shallow society. The society also played a big role on displaying the their societal features and absurd opinions.  Dorian, however, is majorly influenced by certain characters, which consequently, ends him up taking the wrong choices. Furthermore, this ends him up being dead. After reading both novels, it is easy to compare and contrast, as there are similarities, differences and left out pieces in the novel. 

Many similarities occur when reading and comparing the graphic novel and literary novel. One of the main similarities that are easily noticed is the characters. Characters in both novels remain the same, and there are no additional are missing characters. Characters such as Dorian Gray, Basil Hallward, and Lord Henry play a major role in both novels. When Dorian goes to watch sibyl’s performance, he confronts later backstage and Sibyl says “ Why I was so bad tonight. Why I shall always be bad. Why I shall never act again…” (Graphic Novel, 42). This quote remained unchanged in both novels. This part also triggers the story to a rising action. Dorian immoral actions and stabbing words lead Sibyl to commit suicide as he mentioned that he never wants to se her again.
Apart from the characters, symbols and themes there are another similarities that are present in both graphic and literary novel. One of the most powerful and highly considered themes in the novel is the “Superficial Nature of the Society”. The society was absurd when it came to their societal opinions. The actions committed by a person is were not considered, however, youth and beauty were their major interest. Those had were young and beautiful were made to be good. For example Lady Narbarough states, “You are made to be good – to look good”. Under the influence of Lord Henry, Dorian pledged for eternal youth, consequently, his actions and rational changed negatively. Dorian committed bad sins and actions. For example, his selfishness and harshness towards Sibyl Vane lead her to commit suicide. Another sin is when Dorian kills stabs Basil as he blamed him for the invention and destruction of his portrait. Nevertheless,   the society would see Dorian as a blameless young man, and would hardly doubt in him.
 Apart from the similarities discussed in the previous paragraphs, differences exist between the graphic novel and literary novel. One of the major differences is the difference in the formal structures of the dialogue. In the graphic novel, the dialogue is based on the representation of the story through a comical manner, thus being provided with pictures of the events. The pictures provided in the graphic novel also give the reader a better visualization of the events in the novel. This also means that there is limited information given for the readers as there are few and conversation between characters. In the literary novel, it is quite the opposite, where no pictures are provided in this literary novel. This means that specific information and more precise explanations is required from the writer. In the graphic Novel, there is a conversation between Basil Hallward and Dorian Gray “Every man is interested in his good name! Looking at you now, I don’t believe these rumors. Sin is a thing that writes itself across a man’s face. It cannot be concealed, and yet I hear the hideous things people are whispering about you!”(Graphic Novel, 61). As you can see from the context above, this is less informative, however, in the literary novel it is much in deepness of the situation.” The must interest you, Dorian. Every gentleman is interested in his good name. You don’t want people to talk to you as something vile and degraded. Of course, you have your position, and your wealth, and all that kind of thing”. (Literary Novel, Chapter10).
Another difference that occurs with the novels is the setting. There are such scenes in the novel where the setting and placement of the events in the graphic novel differs from that in the literary novel. A good example of this situation is when Basil captures Dorian Gray out in the streets after a period of six months. In the graphic novel, they start having a chat and then go to see the portrait immediately. In the literary novel, before going to see the portrait, Dorian and Basil have a sit and a chat indoors at Dorian’s house. 
Aside from discussing similarities and differences of the novels, there are some left out information that were not seen or read. Some brief information was available on one of the novels, whereas the information is not available on the other. One of the major things that are missing in the graphic novel is the chapters. Chapters are vital as they may contain some important events and information. Missing some chapters may lead to complexion of the events. The chapters that are missing are chapters six, nine, eleven, and seventeen. This chapter, luckily, are not vital information, but clarify the novel precisely and gives the reader a wider range of perspective. In Chapter nine, Dorian Gray takes Basil body to his friend Alan Campbell. During that time they have a conversation. This was available in the literary novel but not in the in graphic novel. This may alos create a slight confusion for the reader.
What is also left out in the graphic novel is the preface. The preface is given in the literary novel only. This is the major introduction to the novel , where it has also been provided with quotes which further enhances our ability to understand the themes and symbols of the novel. This one of the quote in the preface, “  The artist is the creator of beautiful things. To reveal art and conceal the artist is art’s aim. The citric is he who can translate into another manner or a new material his impression of beautiful things” ( Literary Novel, Page1). Unluckily, this is not available in the graphic novel; hence it would be harder for the reader to understand the symbols and themes of the story. In the literary analysis, this is provided in the introduction, hence giving you a nice amount of information before starting reading the novel. 
In conclusion, there are many similarities and differences throughout the story. Characters such as Dorian Gray, Basil, and Lord Henry remain the same and unchanged in both novels. No additional or missing characters occurred in both novels new. Such differences between novels may create such complexions in events of the novel. Setting of the story and dialogues were the main differences in both novels. Left out chapters may also be another source of confusion as some information may be vital to the reader. The preface was also an important part of the novel; however, the graphic novel lacked this thing. This might leave the reader confused and will have a hard time understanding the themes and symbols when reading the graphic novel. After reading both novels, it was easy to compare and contrast similarities and differences between both graphic and literary novel. Although the graphic is much more entertaining and stronger in visualization, the components and information in the literary novel are much more vital to the reader. 
“All art is quiet useless”, said Oscar Wilde. What Oscar Wilde is trying to interpret is that art by itself is useless, thus having no value. Art has value because we ourselves give it value. Therefore a piece of art will simply create a mood, different moods, and is not meant to instruct. However a spectator may also sometimes fail to realize the artist complete emotions and expressions. In the case of Dorian Gray, as a spectator, he realized how important eternal youth was compulsory for him. Before that, he was under the influence of Lord Henry’s discourses about youth. Therefore a question arises here, “Would Dorian Gray have the same attraction and necessity for eternal youth without being influenced by Lord Henry?” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Word Count: 1,502 


 

Works Cited

Wilde, Oscar. The Picture of Dorian Gray. Prestwick House Literary Touchstone Classics, 2005.


























